
EXTERNAL INFORMATION HELPS TO REDUCE

SELECTION BIAS IN HEALTH EXAMINATION

SURVEYS

Juha Karvanen

University of Jyvaskyla

The decreasing participation rates and selective non-participation peril
the representativeness of health examination surveys (HES). In this talk I
will review the results from the project „Non-participation in health exam-
ination surveys” (NoPaHES, http://www.ehes.info/nopahes/) and pro-
vide some recommendations for the design, implementation and analysis of
HES. The distinctive feature of the NoPaHES project is the coverage of the
register data. The register linking is carried out for both participants and
non-participants to obtain data on deaths, hospitalizations, socio-economic
status and medical reimbursements. These register data can be used to ana-
lyze the characteristics of non-participants, and to reduce selection bias. The
use of follow-up data in the estimation of the prevalence of daily smoking
and heavy alcohol usage is considered as an example.
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